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EPS Consumption during 2007

Total consumption 
33,000 tonnes

Building and Construction

FR Grade ~ 22,300 tonnes

Packaging and Other

Non-FR ~ 11,200 tonnes

67%

33%



EPS Consumption during 2007
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Imported Packaging 

E&E ~ 5,000 tonnes

Exported Packaging 

containers ~ 1,400 tonnes

Of the non-FR grade EPS 
(11,200 tonnes)

*Note – waffle pods are made from non-FR grade EPS however are a durable product



• Amount potentially recyclable

• 33,500 – (22,300 + 6,000) - 1,400 + 5,000 = 8,800t

consumption – durables – exports + imports

• Amount collected by REPSA for recycling: 762 tonnes

• In-house recycling by manufacturers: 1675 tonnes
(5% of production)

Total Amount Recycled = 2437 tonnes

Recycling Rate = 27.7%

Recycling Rate



National Collection Network



EPS Collection Trial 

The Goods Guys is a E&E retail chain 
with over 200 stores across Australia.

3 month trial program established 
with partnerships from Redland 

Shire Council, Qld Government EPA 
and Carton Warehouse (recycler) .



EPS Collection Trial 

Collection system installed at back of 
store to separate and collect all EPS.

REPSA branded scrap bags used 
for the collection of EPS.



EPS Collection Trial 

Small scale prototype granulator 
funded by Qld government EPA 

• 3 month collection trial- now ongoing 

• post-consumer EPS packaging

• almost all the EPS packaging is 
from imported goods

• 139m3 collected from GG store

• This equates to ~ 850kg for the trial 
period or ~ 3.33 tonnes per year from 
a single store

• There are over 1000 E&E retailers  
and warehouse stores in Australia so 
there are huge amounts of EPS out 
there to be recycled



Problems encountered 

• Biggest problem is logistics – the low weight to volume ratio 
makes EPS very costly to transport large distances

• Low population base means there are not economies of 
scale when it comes to collection and transport

• Need to raise awareness of the recyclability of EPS 
(is not collected through household kerbside recycling)

• Need to educate about the benefits of EPS packaging and 
building/construction products

• Landfill costs in Australia are still relatively low so it is very  
difficult to convince businesses that they need to pay for 
EPS recycling



Thank You!  
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